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LIES MOULDERING IN THE GROUND «#

22 WHERE JOHN BROWN'S BODY

Grave in the Adirondacks Where the Martyr|
is Buried-——-The Grave Almost Beneath the

Eaves of the Cozy Cottage He Fashioned|

in the Wilderness Before the Days of Trial
—-Historic Farm Where He Lived Fast Falling
to Ruin---No Repairs Since Made By the

Dead Builder

“Jolin Brown's body Ties w-monldering
prave.””

HE somg s rvight: up in the
little town of North Eiba, N Y.,
in the shade of the giant bould-
er he loved in life, almos: bhe-

neath the eaves of the cozy little
tage he fashioned In the Adirondiack
wilderness before those dars of trouble
and martyrdom came, the body of John
Brown has lain all these yoara.

But while all the singing over John
Brown's place in history has been fo-
ing on, many wvisitors to the Aidlron-
dacks this summer declared (hnt scant
thought has been given to ‘he pre:ty
little home he reared in the wilderness,

when In the vigor of full manhood the
hope of a great achievement was young

%

o=

5 Y S R

in his heart. The historic farm is de-
clared today to be in worse condition
than it has been in years, and many say
the State of New York should bestir
herself to care for it.

Pilgrims to the One-Time Home.

Summer guests at the varlons hotels
in this vicinity have begun thelir annual
pligrimages to the one-time lome and
grave of the anti-slavery hero, snd
many have expressed themselves Indlg-
nantiy over the condition in which they
find the bulldings, and especially the
house.
It
one New York man.
if something cannot be done about Ii."
The sentiment of the summer vieilor

is a shame and a disgrace,” said

1
“I propospe 1o see|

is also voiced by residenizs of the towns
of Lake Placid and North Elba.

“PBut what ecan I do?” asks Reuben
Lawrence, the caretaker of the {arm and
grave, who has held that positfon for
.lh'[]'l)'-ﬂ'lt'l'b YOArs, “l ean't o down
into my pocket and pay for this work
that needs to be done.

*] shingled that roof and paid for it

as it is.’” he continued, pointing toward
the harn, where the sagging foundation
timbers and wide, gaping cracks in the
sldes looked oddly enough beneath the
comparatively new shingles,

“Hut that building needs fixing badly,"
he added, directing attention to the car-
ringe shed leaning heavily against the
barn. “‘People come here and say to me:

Homestead at
North Elba.
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JOHN BROWN.
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the Home,

John Brown's Grave.

"'-'»"!-t' don't you keep things up better?”
; understand that the State
horitles are suppoged to Jook after
No, of course, T ain’t 10 blame,
it 1 don't like to have people think

don’t

things.

| R North Elba and Lake
have known Mr. Lawrence
for a thrifty, indusirious man,
know thut whatever blame for the pres-
the John Hrown farm
rightly exist none Ban attach to
The rear portion of the house has
hoen repaired since Brown built 1t
| years ago, and now 1t Is scarcely habit-
although Mr. Lawrence's family

iidonts of

Placid,

who

ent condition of
IMAay
{ him

[ |

are obliged to use it for lack of room. |otherwise barren appearance. The orig-
The floor timbers were originally sup- |inal stone planted above John Brown's
ported by huge logs. These have rotted |grave wuas some years ago covered with
away, allowing the floor to sink and be- i:: wooden frame having a glass front.
come unsafe. The dropping away of | This still stands, and has served to
these timbers has also lad effect | proteet the stone. This stone is ap-
upon the whole rear portion of :he:lpr-'nprl.]rr-!_v Inseribed, as is also the
house, causing the roof to sng. In ad- | huge boulder at the head of Il three
dition, the old shingiers have storted It was Brown's last wish that
up so that the roof leaks badly. | his body be laid at rest beside this

The State Responsible great stone he had learned to love In

| early life.
Persons who have visited the place re- . Not His Bitthplict
cently say that the State Forestry Com- |

hitaie the: Body - of That John Brown thought much of his
s pr:;pvrtv for ‘the ' | peaceful little Adirondack home this
oY =g " |last wish reveals. It was not the place

once take steps to prevent the furither .
| of his birth;: he had lived in many larger
decay of thiz part of the house. Other I it st TetiTa) Ixtide. ot ile
parts of the house are also in bad con- i i LI‘: 1“']][ E-H .t" "I ] a
giidon. Whilel alb irevoRRitaRaL fh .r\:rn:n--n:.;fi:i-‘ 1:1::-L:ut.“i‘a wl:p
:ltmm‘ :‘h.m”ll bll :':,"r\ 1 as near i | john Brown, the man,; not John Brown
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Gntention 15 thatite 80 this stas the reformer, who made that last sim-
: g g i A ple request. Worn out in a fruitless en-

be taken to make lmprovements deavor, deserted by friends, facing
the house and other buildings at donth. John Brown's (strifs-slekéned
It I8 asserted that the tofal heart yearned aguin for that little groen
needed on all the buildings i-h’,» in the Adlrondack hills, for the soft
!‘“"” over §1,000. | soughing of the trees, for the birds, for
I Another matter which should récelve | e sun Mine, for the rolling felds and
the blue hills for that home
where he had fourteen of the
KONB, | Klensantest years his life. And he
their | qaked e huried beside the great
simply¥ | houlder where he had built that little
Ar- | home many yevars before. The request
Me- | was heeded, and hiz bones lle beside
boulder, and Noating in the
mountaln breege the Stars and

about
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repairs

! woitld not

oridlng 1o vis

roper marking of

| prompt attention,
|to the farm, the |
the graves of John
Oliver and Watson,
father. These Eraves
marked by plain
Ing Inseriptions
| morial
| planted above them
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sition, relieving to Stripes high over head proelaim {o the

Settled in New York
Mountains to Assist
Negroes—His Plan a
Failure—Region Too
Cold for the Black
Man---Many Moved
Awvay & & o

country for miles around that withim
that little iron ralled Inclosure Is sacred
ground.

How He Came to the Adirondacks,

John Brown's history needs not to be
ropeated, but the manmer In which he
came to make a home for himself in the
Adirondack wilderness is not familiar to
all. No man living knows this part of
the hero's life hatter than Reuben Law-
rence. Gray haired and bowed with
years, he looks himself not uniike the

man whose former home he now ocen-’
ples. Hea takes a genuine pride in show-

ing visitors about the place and im
polnting out the many Iittle things that
sweep dry historical records aside and
bring the visitor face to face with the
real John Brown; that make one feel as
if he or she were actually in the midst
of that historic family circle of yesrs
ago.

*  ‘The Study. &,

The study is in the house, of course,
the principal point of interest to visit-
ors. This is said to be just as John
Brown Jeft it. A little box-like room,
with Its entrance opening directly off
the long plazza running about the side
of the house, it would be accountad &
poor apology for a library, or study,
even in the cheapest of modern houses.’
Yet there the visitor {s told Brown pon-
dered and prayed over many of the
welghty problems that presented them-
gelves to him. There he decided the
course to be pursued by him in his
eventful career. There the visitor Is
shown the chair he used, his writing
cabinet, the bayonet from his old mus-
ket, the mirror ioto which a picture of
himself has been fitted, and other minor
relics. One picture is pointed out, as
declared by his widow, to have been the
best ever made of him. It is framed in
patural wood with the bark om, and
around the edge of the frame |s painted,
“l have fought a good fight; I have fin-
ished my course; I have kept the faith."*

Hig Scheme a Failure.

John Brown's idea in settling In such
an out-of-the-way place as North Elba,
in the very heart of the Adirondack
Mountains, was slmply a part of his in-
born desire to anssist the down-troddea
negroes. To a number of free colored
people had been given farms in this lo
cality from OCerrit Smith, and Brown,
belleving he could help them, also ac-
cepted the gift of a tract from Mr. Smith
and moved to North Elba in 1849, But
his scheme was a fallure. The region
proved too cold for the colored settlers,
and many of them moved away.

His Life Happy.

But it is certain that Brown at no
time in his career led a happler, more
contented life than he led during the
years he lived in the Adirondacks. That
he was a man of much resource and ex-
ecutive ability is demonstrated by the
{arm itself. Although at the time they
were built there were few of the aids
to building that exist today, the build-
ings were planned and constructed on &
scale generously large for those days.
And that they were built on honor is
demonstrated by the fact that up to the
present time few repairs have been nec-
essary upon them. Now, however, th=a
time appears to have come when, as
Mr. Lawrence says, if the historie old
bufldinige dre to be preserved in their
entirety for years fo come, “something
must be done.”
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